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POLITICAL LEADERSHIP NEEDED TO ADDRESS RACIAL INEQUITIES 

Racial Justice Report Card Finds 

 

Colour of Poverty Campaign – Colour of Change calls on all political leaders in this federal 

election to address racial inequities as it releases its 2019 Racial Justice Report Card. 

 

“We have done the research and compared platforms, and the verdict is clear – racial inequities 

are growing and deepening in Canada, but the leading federal political parties are not addressing 

this critical concern,” said Debbie Douglas, Executive Director of OCASI – Ontario Council of 

Agencies Serving Immigrants. 

 

The 2019 Racial Justice Report Card reviews the platform of four political parties (Conservative, 

Green, Liberal and NDP) on some of the critical realities and concerns of Indigenous 

communities and People of Colour communities - such as higher rates of poverty, homelessness, 

and health inequities, and greater difficulties accessing justice. The Report Card evaluates the 

four parties on their responsiveness to:  1) Access to Justice and Criminal Justice, 2) Climate 

Crisis and Action, 3) Employment, 4) Health and Well-Being, 5) Housing and Homelessness, 6) 

Immigration, Newcomer Settlement and Integration, 7) National Anti-Racism Strategy and 8) 

Poverty Reduction. 

 

“Members of racialized communities and other marginalized groups struggle every day to make 

ends meet, but politicians are spending their time posturing without much regard to the lived 

reality of most Ontarians,” said Avvy Go, Clinic Director of Chinese & Southeast Asian Legal 

Clinic.  “At the only televised English language leadership debate, none of the leaders even 

talked about the issues facing communities of colour, and made only passing reference to 

Indigenous rights and communities. I ask them - what is your proposal to remove all barriers 

faced by racialized groups and to eliminate systemic racism? If you don’t have a plan, then 

explain why our communities are not a concern for you?” said Go. 

 

“We have heard some leaders debate pharmacare and dental care – and those benefits are very 

important to Canadians. But why aren’t they also talking about the equally important concerns of 

social determinants of health – such as access to health services and health equity, and access to 

decent, affordable housing? Where are the targeted measures to include Indigenous people and 

people of colour who are often left out?” said Samya Hasan, Executive Director of Council of 

Agencies Serving South Asians. “We want journalists to ask federal party leaders these 

questions, and we urge media organizations to pay attention to the growing racialized income 

gaps in Canada,” added Hasan. 
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“In this election, issues such as human rights, racial profiling and legal aid have largely been 

ignored by the media,” said Shalini Konanur, Executive Director of the South Asian Legal Clinic 

of Ontario. “While there has been some new federal investment in legal aid, it is nowhere near 

enough to make the system sustainable. Racialized communities are over-represented among the 

poor and they look to both the Federal and Provincial Governments for equal access to justice,” 

added Konanur. 

 

Any political party that wants to form the next Government of Canada must make clear its policy 

position with respect to these and other priorities that have the greatest impact on the lives of 

immigrants and refugees as well as people of colour communities in Ontario. COP-COC calls on 

all political leaders to address racialized exclusion and marginalization in their party platforms, 

and in the future beyond the election. 

 

The full Report Card can be accessed online at:  

https://colourofpovertyca.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/racial-justice-report-card-federal-

election-2019-final-web-upload.pdf  

 

Contact: 
 

Avvy Go, Clinic Director, Chinese & South East Asian Legal Clinic at (416) 971-9674 

Amy Casipullai, OCASI – Ontario Council of Agencies Serving Immigrants 416.524.4950 (cell) 
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